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McConnell Arboretum & Gardens Grand Opening

February 9, 2005, Redding, California - A Memorial Weekend celebration is planned by Turtle Bay Exploration Park for the grand opening of McConnell Arboretum & Gardens.  The newest addition the Park offers 20 acres of mediterranean-climate display gardens, a children’s garden, a medicinal garden, and two beautiful and unique water features.  The Arboretum extends over 200 acres with direct links to the award-winning Sacramento River Trail.

The celebration begins at 5:30 p.m. on Sunday May 29th with Festa Botanica, a garden party held throughout new Gardens featuring live entertainment and international foods representing each of the five mediterranean-climate gardens. Tickets are $50.00 per person.

On May 30th the grand opening celebration continues with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 10:00 a.m. and special activities and events planned for the entire family to enjoy throughout the Park. 

For more information on Festa Botanica and the opening of McConnell Arboretum & Gardens, call 530-243-8850 or 1-800-887-8532.

About Turtle Bay Exploration Park

Spanning the Sacramento River in Redding and connected by the Sundial Bridge at Turtle Bay designed by Santiago Calatrava, Turtle Bay Exploration Park is a 300-acre campus containing educational and entertaining activities that interpret the relationship between humans and nature.  The Park tells the stories of the region and its people through a museum, art gallery, wildlife exhibits, forest camp, a summer butterfly house, amphitheater, and McConnell Arboretum and Gardens (opening May 2005). Turtle Bay Museum is the cornerstone of the Park.  Within its 34,000 square feet, five permanent and two changing exhibitions capture the art, history, science, and culture of the region.
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