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Work in progress on Mosaic Oasis, a play sculpture and 

fountain designed by artist Colleen Barry (pictured). 

Mosaic Oasis

Enjoy this refreshing gathering spot and explore the creative and exciting design of Colleen Barry’s Mosaic Oasis. Over 65 local companies and individuals donated slabs of tile, broken mirrors, and chipped coffee mugs to help create this intimate, engrossing, and contemporary art piece that is central to the Children’s Garden.  This fountain-sculpture is heavily influenced by Hispanic folk art and exuberant art from many parts of the world, including the work of the Art Nouveau-era Spaniard Antoni Gaudi and contemporary artist Niki de Saint Phalle.

See It - Bright in color and rich in textures this play sculpture and water fountain invigorates curiosities with endless activity and adventure.  A turtle-shaped climbing feature leads to a curved wall with bench seating at various heights for relaxing or exploring.  

Touch It - Glittery glass pieces, tile chips from the Sundial Bridge, and rough natural stone hide a “scavenger hunt” of plants and animals.  The longer you look the more you’ll discover.  Something new is around every curve.

Taste It - A cool drink of water or splashing around the giant butterfly Mosaic Oasis will quench your thirst on a warm day.  So much more than a water fountain, this 28-foot-wide and 20-foot-deep sculpture is a discovery zone for all your senses.

About the Artist

Colleen Barry is a Redding area artist specializing in mixed media work that incorporates unusual objects rich in color and texture.  She is particularly well known for her “tool books,” massive books of handmade paper filled with hand tools and other three-dimensional objects. In her work, she incorporates items that "have a past life" -- things that others might throw away.   Heavily influenced by Hispanic folk art and exuberant, colorful creations from many parts of the world, Barry’s work is personal and contemporary.  Her work also has a strong storytelling quality, which enables it to evoke wonder and humor.

With her international reputation, Ms. Barry’s work is included in many public, corporate, and private collections both in the United States and other countries from Japan to Finland.  

Works by Colleen Barry include “Ancient Diary,” Oakland Museum, Oakland, CA; “Tool Dictionary,” Hechinger Collection, National Building Museum, Washington D. C., “and True Love, Di Rosa Preserve, Napa CA.

Colleen Barry holds a Master of Fine Arts degree from Edinboro University in Pennsylvania.  She shows throughout the United States and has taught papermaking in regional art centers and university art departments.  






