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Sounds of Water

A water feature in the McConnell Arboretum & Gardens

The trickling sounds of water call visitors to this calming place nestled within the Pacific Rim Garden.  Sounds of Water, designed by world-renowned ecological artist Betsy Damon, is a major component of Turtle Bay Exploration Park’s ecological art program.  This large water feature incorporates consideration of issues of water quality and quantity, which are so central to California’s water realities.  

Marble stepping-stones hand-carved with images allow visitors to explore a path around three large stone spires that invite investigation of the three-themed elements of this unique water feature:

Source – recognizes Shasta County and the Sacramento River watershed as a source for much of California’s water. 

Quality – explores the range between chemical purity to experiential “qualities” such as sound. 

Destination – reflects on both the water end-user and the distant places in California where water is transported or flows naturally.  

Sounds of Water is perfectly located in the center of the Gardens and can be explored by climbing, touching, reading, and examining the fun that water offers, as well as the life it provides to all living organisms. Sit and dip your toes in the cool water. Enjoy the Gardens that surround you and envelope all of your senses.  

About the Artist
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Betsy Damon is a world-renowned ecological artist whose international reputation is based on works that promote an understanding and refreshing vision of our most precious resource, water. While making a paper cast of a dry stone riverbed in Castle Valley, Utah, she was inspired to devote the rest of her artistic life to water. She founded Keepers of the Waters in 1991 in Minnesota, USA, with the support of the Hubert Humphrey Institute.

Keepers of the Waters is a U.S.-based non-profit organization that serves as an international communications network for people actively engaged in projects that transform our relationship to water. The mission is to inspire and promote projects that restore, preserve, and remediate water sources using a combination of art, science, and community involvement.


Ms. Damon has an MFA from Columbia University and has been an internationally known performance and installation artist. 

Other well-known model projects created by Ms. Damon include “The Living Water Garden” in Chengdu, China, and “The DaVinci Water Garden” in Portland, Oregon.  For more information on Ms. Damon and her work, visit her web site at www.keepersofthewaters.org
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