
 

  
 
 

1. Locate a typical Wintu dwelling. What is this dwelling called? 
The Wintu bark house is located near the front of the museum, behind the oak tree. 

2. Pull out a map or two from the map drawer in “People of the Sacramento River” exhibit, and write 
down one thing you learned from them about California. 
Answers will vary. 

3. Our Lego tarantula has gotten loose! Can you help us find it? 
If you looked through the glass at the base of our oak tree, then you probably found it! Thanks for 
your help! 

4. Name one use of the Shasta Dam. 
The Shasta Dam has several uses, shown in the “Dam to River” exhibit: 1) The Shasta Dam created 
Shasta Lake, the largest water reservoir in California, so California will still have enough water during 
droughts. 2) Shasta Dam also prevents major flooding by controlling how much of the Sacramento 
River’s water gets past the dam during major rainstorms. 3) As water flows through the dam, 
hydroelectric power is generated, providing electricity for California and other states. 

5. Find a fossil in the museum. 
This one is a bit tricky, so if you found a fossil or two, great job! There is a fossil out on display in the 
in the “Dam to River” exhibit. It is an ammonite fossil from the Cretaceous period, found in a core 
sample when the land set aside for the Sundial Bridge was being tested. If you missed that one, 
there are fossils of different species embedded into the walls of our cave area. 

6. Don’t forget to see our beaver, Timber! Beavers like Timber have teeth that are especially strong 
thanks to an extra substance not found in our teeth. What is this? 
Beavers have iron in their teeth. This iron makes their teeth very strong for chewing wood, and it is 
what gives their teeth that orange color! 

7. Is fire always bad? Find one or two ways fire can be used in a positive manner. 
At the “From the Land to the Water” exhibit, you’ll learn that fire is NOT always bad. Fire is a natural 
part of California’s ecosystem. 1) The Wintu used it to stimulate new plant growth and clear away 
plants they didn’t want. 2) Today, controlled burns are used in Shasta County forests to burn away 
“underbrush” and other non-tree plants so that large, out-of-control fires won’t occur. 

8. Find one animal in the river lab that uses toxins to protect itself or catch prey. 
1) The California Newt uses toxins found in its skin to protect itself, as it is poisonous to most 
predators besides some garter snakes. 2) The Coast Garter Snake uses its venom, which it secretes 
through its mouth, to help subdue its prey.  

9. Find one fungus in the museum. Hint: The “At the Edge of the River” exhibit includes panels that slide 
out, revealing underground activities. 
1) The Morel Mushrooms, found in the “At the Edge of the River” pull-out panels, are fungi. 2) The 
lichens in the river lab are fungi in a symbiotic relationship with photosynthetic bacteria or algae. 

10. Find a rock that grows slowly over time with the help of dripping water. 
If you found our cave area, you can see examples of stalactites, stalagmites, and helictites much like 
the ones in the Shasta caverns. These rocks grow at a rate of one inch per 100 years, getting larger 
when dripping water deposits small amounts of calcite onto the stalactite before it drips off. 
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